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ВВЕДЕНИЕ
Учебное пособие предназначено для студентов I курса факультета иностранных языков университета.

Грамматический материал дает полное и систематическое описание раздела “Имя существительное”, охватывает основные явления английского языка, необходимые для общения на английском языке. 
Основной целью является усвоение студентами основных грамматических явлений через изучение теоретического материала и выполнение серий упражнений и тестов для закрепления пройденного материала после каждого раздела, что позволяет установить уровень овладения данным грамматическим материалом. Данное пособие предусматривает аудиторию под руководством преподавателя и самостоятельную работу студентов в межсессионный период. 

Авторы пособия ставят перед собой следующие задачи: 

1) оказать практическую помощь студентам в изучении раздела грамматики «Имя существительное»; 

2) проверить знания пройденного за курс обучения в вузе учебного материала;  

3) способствовать накоплению словарного запаса; 

4) выработать и развить умения пользоваться грамматическими формами и конструкциями в устной (диалогической и монологической) и письменной речи. 

Настоящее пособие состоит из четырех разделов. В первом разделе содержатся семантические характеристики имени существительного. Второй раздел посвящен морфологической структуре. В третьем разделе данного пособия рассматривается категория числа. Четвертый раздел охватывает существительные, которые употребляются только в единственном или только во множественном числе. В каждом разделе доступно излагаются предусмотренные учебным планом правила употребления имени существительного, а также упражнения на тренировку данного грамматического материала. 
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The Noun
§1. The noun is a word expressing substance in the widest sense of the word. Nouns name things (book, pencil), living beings (girl, cat), places (New York, town, valley), materials (tin, oil, iron), states (sleep, consciousness), processes (life, conversation, fight), abstract notions (fear, love, hatred) and qualities (kindness, courage).
1.1 Semantically all nouns can be divided into two large groups:

1. Proper nouns are individual names given to persons, places and things. Proper nouns are geographical names (Moscow, The Philippines), names of persons (Shelly, Faulkner, Steven), names of the days of the week and months (Monday, July), names of planets (The Earth, The Moon, The Venus), names of ships, hotels, clubs (Four Seasons Hotel, Titanic, Hard Rock Cafe), names of buildings, streets, parks, bridges (Empire State Building, Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus, Hyde Park, Tower Bridge), names of organizations, magazines, newspapers (The United Nations, Vogue, The Times). Proper nouns are all written with capital letter.
2. Common nouns are names that can be applied to any individual of a class of persons or things (boy, dog, book), materials (cotton, cement) or abstract notions (development, time).
Thus there are different groups of common nouns: concrete, abstract nouns, class nouns, collective nouns and nouns of material.

Nouns may also be classified from another point of view: nouns denoting things that can be counted are called countable nouns (count nouns); nouns denoting things that cannot be counted are uncountable nouns (non-count nouns).
Concrete nouns semantically fall into three subclasses:

1. Nouns denoting living beings – persons and animals:
boy, girl, dog, cat.

2. Nouns denoting inanimate objects: chair, notebook.
Abstract nouns denote some quality, state, action or idea: sadness, happiness, fight. They are usually uncountable nouns, though some of them may be counted: hour, idea, etc.
Class nouns denote persons or things belonging to a class. They are countables and have two numbers: singular and plural. They are generally used with an article
☼ Note: Sometimes abstract nouns change their meaning and become class nouns. This change is marked by the use of the article and of the plural number.
 beauty

a beauty

beauties

e.g. Only a poet can esteem the real beauty of nature.

      She was a beauty.

      There were so many beauties sitting in the hall where 
     the casting was held.
Collective nouns denote a number or collection of similar individuals or things as a single unit.
Collective nouns fall into the following groups:

a. nouns used only in the singular and denoting a number of things collected together and regarded as a single object: 

e.g. It was not restful, that green foliage. (London)

b. nouns which are singular in form though plural in meaning : police, poultry, cattle, people, gentry. They are usually called nouns of multitude. These nouns are used with a verb in plural.
e.g. The cattle are in the field now.

       The police have already arrested the suspect.

☼ Note: Police is a state organization. 

c. nouns that may be both singular and plural : family, crowd, fleet, nation. We can think of a number of crowds, fleets or bastions as well as of single crowd, fleet. The word family with a verb in singular is used to denote a social unit. When we use ‘family’ with a verb in plural we mean each member of this social unit.
e.g. From his place he saw crowds of people gathering in the street for meeting.

      The family were all asleep when I came home.
Nouns of material denote material: iron, silver, tea, water, paper. They are uncountable nouns and are generally used without any article. 

     e.g. There was coffee in the cup. It was still warm.

            Silver is won in that mine outside the town.
We can sometimes use the nouns of material in the plural form to denote different sorts or kinds of a given material.

      e.g. There is a great variety of select wines in this shop. 

             (wines – different sorts of wine.)
Nouns of material may turn into class nouns and become countable nouns when they come to express an individual object of definite shape.

Compare: There was no glass in the windows. That’s why it was so 

                  cold in the room.
                  He came in the bar and ordered a glass of ginger ale.

                  The best coffee is produced in Brazil.

    “Two teas and a coffee, please!” (Two cups of tea 

                  and one cup of coffee)

The more complete semantic classification of nouns in English can be seen in the following scheme 1:

Scheme 1


1.2 According to the morphological composition nouns can be divided into simple, derived (derivatives) and compound. 

Simple nouns have neither prefixes nor suffixes and consist of only one root – morpheme: room, half, chair, hat, train.

Derived nouns (derivatives) are nouns which have derivative elements, either prefix or suffix or both: reader, impatience, symbolism, childhood, misunderstanding. 
The main noun-forming suffixes are those forming abstract nouns and those forming concrete, personal nouns.
Abstract nouns


Concrete nouns
-age: leakage



-(i)an: Parisian

-al: refusal



-ant/-ent: student

-ancy/-ency: tendency


-arian: vegetarian

-dom: freedom



-ee: payee

-hood: brotherhood


-er: teacher

-ing: cleaning



-ician: musician

-ion/-tion: tension


-ist: artist

-ism: patriotism



-or: visitor

-ment: agreement


-let: booklet

-ness: darkness



-ess: waitress

-ship: friendship


-ine: heroine

-ty: cruelty



-ix: proprietrix

-th: growth



-ette: usherette
-y: honesty

Productive noun-forming suffixes are:

-er: driver, worker, manager, reader, saver

-ist: telegraphist, dramatist

-ess: heiress, actress, hostess

-ness: madness, carelessness, blackness

-ism: nationalism, darvinism

Unproductive suffixes are:

-hood: manhood, girlhood, childhood

-dom: kingdom

-ship: relationship

-ment: development, management

-ance: importance

-ence: dependence

-ty: cruelty

-ity: generosity
Compound nouns are nouns built form two or more stems. The meaning of a compound noun differs from the meanings of its elements: The main types of compound nouns are:

noun stem + noun stem:

airmail, snowball, 

seabird 

adjective stem + noun stem:

blackbird, 






bluebell

verb stem + noun stem:

pickpocket

gerund + noun stem:


reading-hall






looking-glass

noun stem + preposition + noun stem: father – in – law






 man – of – war

substantivized phrases:

forget – me – not






oil – well






touch – and - go

1.3 Speaking about the syntactical functions of nouns in the sentence it should be noted that nouns may be used in the function of almost any part of the sentence, although its most typical functions are subject and object of the sentence.

Nouns may function as:

· The subject,

e.g. The ship was sinking in the Atlantic Ocean.

· An object (direct, indirect and prepositional),

e.g. You did such splendid work
       General Drake handed the man his medal.

       He won’t listen to any advice.

· A predicative (non-prepositional and prepositional),

e.g. The town has always been a quiet and dignified little 

       place.

              The place was in disorder.

· An objective predicative,

e.g. They elected him president of the club.

· A subjective predicative,

e.g. He was appointed editor – in – chief. 

· Various adverbial modifiers (usually as part of prepositional phrases), 

e.g. I lived near Kensington Gardens in those years.

· An attribute (in the genitive case, in the common case and as part of prepositional phrases),

e.g. A dog is a man’s best friend. 

       For some time he read all the travel books he could 

              lay his hands on. 

              He set off on a tour of inspection. 

· An apposition,

e.g. He told us about his father, a teacher, who died in 

       the war.

Exercises:

Ex.1A State whether the nouns in bold types are proper or common.
1. By the time the clock on the tower struck midnight the streets of the city were almost deserted. 2. The group of ancient fortified buildings, collectively termed the Tower, is of the greatest historical interest. It is situated not far from the City. 3. Don’t you know the picture? It is a Kramskoy. 4. Young Jolyon, his wife, his two children, and his dog Balthazar, were all out there under a pear-tree. 5. The Van Dyke we spoke about is in the Hermitage. 

6. History has dealt with Hitler; history will deal with all would be Hitlers. 7. The “Albatross” dropped anchor at a small port to get a new supply of fresh water. 8. The albatross is a large sea-bird.

9. The snow-covered summit was glistening in the rays of the rising sun. 10. There was a town, down there, as flat as a flannel-cake, and called Summit, of course. 
Ex.2B. State whether the nouns in bold type are proper or common. 
1. The Imperial State Crown of the Queen of England is normally kept in the Tower. 2. This church has a tower attached to it. 3. The English Channel is the narrowest area of water between England and France. 4. The main channels had been closed by enemy submarines. 5. You are like a Figaro. One minute here, another there. 6. I’ve bought a Kodak, but I don’t know how it works. 7. In the art circles he was known as a Metsenat. 
8. Wellington defeated Napoleon’s army in the battle of Waterloo. 
9. Wellingtons are rubber boots. Americans call them galoshes. 

10. What had happened became a Waterloo Bridge for him. 11. He is a real Paparazzi in everything that concerns making money. 

12. Rita Brown writes like an American Evelyn Waugh. 13. He is thrilled at his new buy: a classic Mercedes Benz. 14. Antony Marshal lives outside the city. Every morning he drives to the City where he works as a staff manager. 15. The Red-White-and-Blue Union Jack hung out of every window, fluttering in the breeze. 

16. Degas and Monet were her husband’s favourite artists, and both were well represented in their house. 17. He glanced at the list of her art collection. Sisleys, Monets, Manets, a Dali, Renoirs and a Degas. It was a fabulous collection. 18. Carl Fabergé was Russia’s Imperial jeweller. 19. What a beautiful Easter egg! – Yes, it is a Fabergé. 20. The two friends bought a Johnny Walker to celebrate the event. 21. Kurt Vonnegut is writing with the half-embittered, half-amused voice of a later-day Mark Twain. 22. Tonight Samantha wore highly polished black Oxfords. 
Ex. 3. Explain the origin and the meaning of the following common nouns. Use them in the sentences of your own.
A Dracula, a Cartier, a Sony, a Camel, a Marlborough, a Reebok, a Mauzer, a Lovelace, a Webster, a Don Juan, the White House, a Barbie, a Stradivarius, an Oscar, a Walkman, bermudas, a Xerox, a Newton. 
Ex.4. State whether the nouns in bold type denote countable or uncountable objects. Translate the sentences into Russian and compare the number in Russian and in English.
1. The box is made of iron and has a tricky lock. 2. The fever within her was like a red hot iron pressing upon her breast. 3. There was a moon, but it was still low in the sky. It gave sufficient light for Victoria. 4. He saw a light in one window on the ground floor. 5. “Will you do me a favour?” “With pleasure.” 6. A pleasure to give a good wine to a young woman who looked so well, who knew how to dress with charming manners, quite distinguished—a pleasure to entertain her. 7. The thought of her was like champagne itself. 8. The book gives the much food for thought. 9. Health is a priceless possession. 10. Of all prosperity their respective healths naturally concerned them (the Forsytes) most. 11. The boys stood on the bank throwing stones into the river. 12. When I think of this my heart turns to stone. 13. He (James) stretched out his hand to meet that of a dapper clean-shaven man, with hardly a hair on his head. 14. Her hair has gone quite grey. 15. When the dynamite explodes in the water the fish are killed. It is forbidden. 16. I prefer fish for supper. 17. All the water rushed out and the reeds were full of fishes flopping around in them. 
Ex.5 State the morphological composition of the following nouns.
Snow, sandstone, impossibility, widower, opinion, exclamation, passer-by, misunderstanding, inactivity, snowball, kingdom, anticyclone, mother-of-pearl, immobility, might, warmth, succession, ex-president, nurse, misdeed, wisdom, blackbird, attention, policeman, merry-go-round, girlhood, usefulness, fortune, friendship, statesman, brother-in-law, population, fellow-boarder, smelling-salt.
Ex.6. Point out the nouns and define the class each belong to. 
1. Don’t forget, Pettinger, Europe is still the heart of the world, and Germany the heart of Europe. 2. Pursuing his inquiries, Clennam, found that Gowan family were a very distant ramification of the Barnacles… 3. His face was sick with pain and rage. 4. He drank coffee, letting the warmth go through his cold, tired body. 5. The mysteries of storm and the rain and tide were revealed. 6. Having set the tea, she stood by the table and said slowly: “Tea’s ready, father. I’m going to London.”7. By this time, quite a small crowd had collected, and people, were asking each other what was the matter. 8. There were several small losses: a spoon used for the baby’s feeding, a pair of scissors. 9. He was professor of physics. 10. A band of dark clouds lay across the sky, and underneath it was the last pale brilliants of the evening. 11. “I have some luggage,” he said, “at the Brumblehurst station,” and he asked her how he could have it. 12. In the kitchen Bowen read the telegram aloud. 13. The crowd laughed and moved, pushing every way and everybody. 14. De Witt fished through his pockets, found his eyeglasses, carefully slipped them out of their case… 15. A stone caught her hill. 16. George suggested meat and fruit pies, cold meat, tomatoes, fruit and green stuff. 17. The silver-coloured carpet felt wonderfully soft beneath her feet, the furniture was of a golden wood. 18. The major seemed to be looking out at the sky… 19. Winslow spoke with his usual caustic courtesy. 20. The bourgeoisie is cowardly. 21. The moon was shining through the tree stems when they sat again side by side on the log seat. 22. “It’s not Sunday, tomorrow,” said Karl. 23. He looked down at his audience. 24. His hair was grey and he was short and fat. 
Ex.7. State the syntactical function of the nouns in bold type.
Elvis Presley- The King of Rock and Roll.

          Elvis Presley was a rock and roll singer whose enormous success changed popular culture throughout the world. He was one of the founders of youth culture. When Elvis died on August 16, 1977, radio and television programs all over the world gave the news of his death. President Carter declared a day of national mourning. Carter said: “Elvis Presley changed the face of American culture… he was unique and irreplaceable”. Eighty thousand people attended his funeral. 

           Elvis Presley was born on January 8, 1935 in Tupelo, Mississippi. His parents were poor and Elvis never had music lessons, but music surrounded him from an early age. His parents were very religious and Elvis regularly sang at church services. He left school in 1953 and got a job of a truck driver. In the summer of 1953 Elvis paid $ 4 and recorded two songs for his mother’s birthday at Sam Philips’s Records studio. Sam Philips (a rhythm and blues producer) heard Elvis and asked him to record songs for him in July 1954. In 1955 Elvis met Colonel Tom Parker, who became his manager. In the next fourteen months he made another fourteen records and they were all big hits. In 1956 he made his first movie in Hollywood. In March 1958, Elvis had to join the army. He spent the next two years in Germany where he met Priscilla Beaulien, who became his wife eight years later on May 1, 1967. In 1960 he left the army and went to Hollywood where he made several movies during the next few years. Presley’s personal life suffered desperately, and he fought battles with weight gain and drug dependence. In 1972 his wife left him and they divorced in 1973. Elvis died of a heart attack. He left all his money to his only daughter, Liza Maria Presley. She became one of the richest people of the world when she was only nine years old.

Ex.8. Translate into English.
1. Какой потрясающий человек! Настоящий Монтекристо. 2. Она такая романтичная! Ну просто Наташа Ростова. 3. – Я вижу, что твой приятель – мастер на все руки.- Да, и ничего не делает толком. 4. Он настоящий Казанова. Почему она его не оставит? 5. – Какие вкусные конфеты! – Да, это Моцарт. 6. Что это за духи? – Это Кензо. 7. На этой стоянке припарковано несколько машин: Мерседес, Хонда, Линкольн, Форд и старенький Москвич. 8. – Тебе нравится эта картина? – Это Пикассо. 9. На стенах его кабинета развешено оружие: кольт, винчестер, браунинг, калашников. 10. Англичанин Ватман изобрел бумагу, которая называется его именем. 11. Ричард Чемберлен купил маленький остров и живет на нем как современный Робинзон Крузо. 12. Какую сигару ты куришь? – Это Корона. 13. В этом зале выставлено три Рембрандта. 14. Это была современная сказка о принце и Золушке. 15. – Какое очаровательное платье! – Неудивительно, ведь это Шанель. 
§2. Noun as a part of speech possesses certain morphological characteristics. From the point of view of morphology nouns are characterized by the grammatical categories of number and case.
2.1 Gender does not find regular morphological expression in English. The distinction of male, female and neuter is carried by lexical meaning of the word. There is a traditional division of nouns in English into three classes according to their lexical meaning:
· Masculine gender (referred to as he): father, boy, brother

· Feminine gender (referred to as she): mother, girl, sister

· Neuter gender (referred to as it – names of lifeless things and abstract notions): table, lamp, kindness, anger.
☼ Note: The nouns “child” and “baby” are sometimes 
               referred to as it.
               e.g. The child has broken its toy.
                      The baby hurt its foot. 

The distinction of male, female and neuter in English may be expressed not only lexically, but also by word formation of different types. There are three ways in which masculine and feminine genders are distinguished:
1. Feminine suffixes:

                  masculine

feminine
     - ess:     actor 

actress 
                   tiger

tigress 
                   lion 

lioness 
                   host 

hostess 

                   murderer

murderess
                   adventurer 

adventuress
                   warder

wardress
                   parent

parentress (редко)

                   manager

manageress
    - ine:      hero

heroine
    - ette:     usher

usherette
2. Noun + noun stem:
    doctor

woman – doctor
    man - servant
maid - servant

    boy – friend

girl – friend
    dog- otter

bitch – otter

    male- frog

female – frog

    cock – pheasant
hen – pheasant

3. Pronoun + noun stem:

    he – wolf

she – wolf

    he – cousin

she – cousin

    he – goat

she – goat

    he – sparrow

she – sparrow
Here are some examples of distinction between the masculine and feminine words:
Masculine



Feminine
bachelor



spinster (old maid)
buck (самец)



doe 

testator (завещатель)


testatrix

pig




sow
ram (баран)



ewe

fox




vixen
fiancé (жених)



fiancée
executor (суд. исполнитель)

executrix
horse, stallion (жеребец)

mare (кобыла)
drone (трутень)


bee
tutor




governess
billy – goat (козел)


nanny – goat 
czar




czarina
sultan




sultana
drake (селезень)


duck
☼ Note: It is impossible to form the words of feminine gender form the following masculine nouns:

     traveler



speaker

There are some nouns in English which may be applied to both males and females. These nouns are called nouns of common gender:
· human beings: teacher, doctor, friend, parent, neighbour, stranger, student, pupil, clerk, novelist, writer, etc.;
· animals: wolf, elephant, eagle, sparrow, bear.
But if it is desirable to underline the sex of a person or animal, a word is added denoting the sex and thus forming a compound noun as it was shown above (See 2.1.1/2.1.2): girl – student, boy – student, male – elephant, female – elephant.

2.2 There are also some traditional associations of certain nouns with gender. There are some peculiarities in gender of nouns denoting animals:
1. All nouns denoting animals may be considered neuter (referred to as it). Nouns denoting birds, fishes, insects and retiles are generally considered as neuter.

2. In spoken language there is a tendency to associate the names of animals with the feminine and masculine gender:
a. When the noun indicates the sex of the animal it is generally spoken of as he and she:

Masculine: lion, tiger, bull; also the proper names of animals: Rover, Jack, etc. 

             Feminine: lioness, tigress, cow, Jenny
e.g. The tiger approached the camp: his dreadful roar made 
       us shudder. 
      The lion was hiding in the bushes waiting for his victim.
      The lioness has recently given birth to four cubs and now  
      she is feeding them. 

b. The larger and bolder animals are generally associated with the masculine gender, nouns denoting the smaller and weaker with the feminine: The same happens when speaking about pets.
Masculine: elephant, horse, dog, eagle.
             Feminine: cat, hare, parrot.
            ☼ Note that canary and fly are of masculine gender 
                 (he).

e.g. The elephant raised his trunk very high.
       The cat has singed her tail sitting close to the fireplace. 
       My dog is ill now; he broke his forepaw last Friday.

c. In fairy tales and fables the gender of nouns denoting animals depends on the general characteristics ascribed to the animal:
e.g. Next day the Rabbit went to see his friend the   

                   Sable (соболь): she had many daughters and 
                   forest people always came to see her.
2.3 There is a phenomenon in English language called personification and sometimes inanimate things and abstract notions are personified and the nouns denoting them referred to as belonging to the masculine or feminine gender. There are some traditional associations:
a. The nouns moon and earth are of feminine gender, sun is of masculine. 
e.g. The earth awoke from her winter asleep.
                   The moon spilled her silvery light over the 
                   sleeping town. 

                      The sun came out in all his glory.
b. The names of vessels (ship, boat, yacht, steamer, etc.) are feminine:
e.g. Look at that yacht! She is almost touching the 
                    waves.
                   The ship was breathing hard with her old iron 
                   lungs.

c. The names of vehicles (carriage, coach, car) are sometimes of feminine gender.
e.g. Have a look at my new car! It is Porsche! Isn’t 
       she beautiful? 

d. The names of countries are usually referred to as feminine, especially when the country is not considered a mere territory. 
e.g. France sent her representatives to the international conference. 

          Britain lost half of her brave soldiers. 

            ☼ Note: If the name of the country is meant as a 
                          geographical one the pronoun it is used. 

                         e.g. Iceland is an island, it is washed by the 

                         Atlantic Ocean. 
[image: image1.wmf]
e. When abstract notions are personified , the masculine gender is given to nouns suggesting such ideas as strength, fierceness, etc., while the feminine is associated with the idea of gentleness and beauty, etc.:
Masculine: anger, death, fear, war.
Feminine: spring, peace, kindness, dawn. 

             e.g. The spring showed herself in all her bashful 
                    beauty. 
                    So the Hail (град) came… He was dressed in 
                    grey and his breath was like ice. (Wilde) 

Exercises
Ex.1. Give the feminine of:
bachelor


buck


giant

gentleman


lion


heir

monk



cock


patron

hero



dog


shepherd

chairman


duke


sultan

Ex.2. Give the masculine of:
testatrix


adventuress

bride

wardress


ewe


empress

countess


mistress

stewardess

sow



vixen


widow

witch



fiancée


usherette

Ex.3. Give the masculine or feminine, as required, of the following nouns or indicate that the noun is of common gender:
marquess


mare


filly

executor


tiger


executioner

parent



murderer

artist

goose



traveler


uncle

bull



waiter


duck

Ex.4. Give the masculine or feminine, as required, of the following nouns or indicate that the noun is of common gender:
architect


actor


baron

bee



he-sparrow

mayor

Madam



musician

priest

governess


manservant

speaker

landlady


nanny-goat

manager

Ex.5. Explain whether the nouns below denote male or female people  or belong to common gender.
An agent, a client, a cousin, a doctor, a mermaid, a friend, a foreigner, a guest, a lawyer, a neighbour, a parent, a journalist, a person, a scientist, a stranger, a student, a visitor, a teacher, a witch, a magician, a clown, a fairy, an amazon, a brunette, a sailor, a spy, a ballet dancer, a ballerina, an angel, a wizard. 

Ex. 6. Divide all the names of animals into three columns: 
Feminine gender
Masculine gender
Neuter Gender

Lion, tigress, cow, mare, horse, bull, lioness, parrot, canary, sable, rabbit, dog, eagle, trout, salmon, cockroach, woodworm, elephant, fly, hare, cat, tiger, bee, drone, ram, bitch, ewe, vixen, filly, duck, drake.

Ex.7. Read and translate the sentences. Explain how gender of the nouns is expressed in them. 
1. Ireland! She is our Motherland. 2. The New Year brought more disastrous news for Britain and her allies. 3. Mine is a fine car. She has never let me down. 4. You can take a horse to the water but you can’t make him drink. 5. – What a fine yacht!- Yes, she cost me a fortune. 6. I can’t guarantee at all that this plane will get down on the field. She’s just as likely to pan down or overshoot. We will probably try to bring her in from the east. I want you to unlock the autopilot, it will hold her straight and level. 7. I reached for my little dog and picked her up. 8. The novel is about Japan’s major problems, the adaptation of Western style and the preservation of her own. 9. He called her “Beautiful Dreamer”. She was one of the most magnificent oceangoing yachts ever designed by the best naval architects. 10. My cat Trixie was such a gay little animal; she always brought a smile to my face and made me laugh. 
Ex.8 Fill the gaps with the most appropriate name of animal or insect and use the right pronoun.
Dog, bull, eagle, sow, tigress, cat, cow, duck, fly, canary, tiger, elephant.
1. ______ is the smallest bird in the world. _____ size is the same as the size of butterfly.

2. Yesterday my Dad presented me a _______. _____ is so beautiful, like a butterfly, but I don’t know what ____ eats.
3. ______ is the best man’s friend. For many centuries _____ was protector and defender of man. 

4. _______ raised _____ huge foot and put it back with great rattle.

My ______ broke _____ paw when _____ fell down the tree. _____ wanted to catch a small bird.

5. ______ singed ____ wings through flying over the fire. 

6. _______ approached the camp, _____ dreadful roar made us tremble.

7. While hunting in the jungle I saw a _______, who was carrying _____ small children in the shadow of a tree. 

8. _______ is one of the biggest animals in the world. _____ can reach the size of a truck. 

9. There were separate spaces for ______ and _______ in his cattle – pen. The name of his favourite _____ was Jack. _____ was black and strong and fierce, a real corrida______. 

10. His wife didn’t like Jack. She liked one _____ most of all. ______ name was Jenny. Farmer’s wife used to say that ______ milk is the sweetest. 

11. The hunter raised his gun and shot one of the ________ flying over the lake. ______ feathers were falling slowly on the water. 

12. I have great news!! Yesterday our_______ gave birth to 15 young pigs. Now ____ is feeding them with her milk.

13. _______ was flying over the rocks looking for ______ victim. 
Ex.9 Make a short fairy tale. Use the names of the animals and the phrases below:

to live in the forest, to have many children, to be very hungry, to look for meal, to bring up children, to be poor, to have evil thoughts, to steal something form, to take away, to weep day and night, to take revenge, to follow, to find in a hole (den), to ask for help, to punish, to repent of something. 
Ex.10 Say in what cases we use the pronoun of feminine gender with the names of the countries. 

Make sentences of your own with the countries below. Be sure to use “she”.

Spain. Japan, Russia, Belarus, Britain, America, India, Brazil, China, France, Portugal, Sweden, Italy.

Ex.11 Translate into English:

1. Америка - большая страна. Она омывается Атлантическим океаном с одной стороны и Тихим с другой. 2. Бедная киска повредила свою лапку. 3. Он разводит баранов, чтобы потом продать их шерсть. 4. Молодой жеребец мчался через поле. 5. Обычно пчелы убивают трутней. 6. Мне казалось, что Луна подмигивает (give a wink to) мне левым глазом. 7. Весна демонстрировала всю свою красоту. 8. Ненависть крепко (strongly) держала его сердце своими железными пальцами. 9. Грузовик пыхтел (puff) и пыхтел на пыльной (dusty) дороге, еле поворачивая (turn) свои колеса. 

Ex.12. Which of the following terms are politically correct?
1. a) Mrs.
 

b) Ms

2. a) a chairman

b) a chairperson
3. a) a fireman


b) a firefighter

4. a) a pensioner

b) a senior citizen

5. a) the handicapped

b) the disabled
c) the differently       

                                                                                  abled

6. a) a Red Indian

b) a Native American

7. a) ladies


b) women

8. a) a congressman 

b) a member of Congress

9. a) a mailman


b) a mail carrier

10. a) mankind


b) humanity

11. a) a policeman(woman) 
b) a police officer 
§3. Countable nouns in English possess the category of number. Countable nouns have singular and plural forms.
Singular denotes one, plural denotes more than one. In Modern English the singular form of a noun is unmarked (has zero inflection). The plural form is marked by the inflexion – (e)s. The spelling and pronunciation of the plural morpheme vary. 

3.1 Regular formation of plural form in English.
1. Nouns ending in vowels and voiced consonants have the plural ending pronounced as [z]:
e.g. bee – bees [bi:z], hand – hands [hændz]

2. Nouns ending in voiceless consonants have a voiceless ending:
e.g. book – books [buks]
3. Nouns ending in    –s, -sh., -as, -ch, -x, -z  have ending [iz]:
e.g. actress  - actresses  [΄æktrisiz]

       bush – bushes         [΄bu∫iz]

4. Nouns ending in – o have the ending [z]:
    e.g. hero – heroes        [΄hiәrouz]

           potato – potatoes  [pә΄teitouz]

The regular plural inflexion of nouns in – o has two spellings: – oes and – os. 

The ending - os occurs in the following cases:
a. after a vowel – bamboos, embryos, folios, kangaroos, radios, studios, zoos;
b. in proper names – Romeos, Eskimos, Filipinos;

c. in abbreviations: kilos (kilogramme), photos (photograph), pros (professionals);

d. also in some borrowed words: pianos, concertos, dynamos, quartos, solos, tangos, tobaccos.
In other cases the spelling in – oes is used with the nouns ending in - o: tomatoes, echoes, Negroes, potatoes, vetoes, embargoes.
☼ Note: The nouns mosquito, cargo, banjo and halo have 

               two ways of formation the plural form: 

               mosquito – mosquitos - mosquitoes
               cargo – cargos - cargoes
               banjo – banjos - banjoes
               halo – halos – haloes
5. The letter – y usually changes into – i+ es:
    sky – skies    [skaiz]

But the letter - y remains unchanged - ys:
a. after vowels: day - days
The only exception here is nouns ending in - quy: soliloquy (монолог) – soliloquies 
b. in proper names: 
the two Germanys, the Kennedys, the Gatsbys 

c. in compounds:
stand – bys, lay – bys
6. Thirteen nouns ending in – f(e) form their plural changing  -  f(e) into – v(e). The ending I this case is pronounced like [z]:
calf – calves
   life – lives
   thief - thieves
elf – elves
   loaf – loaves
   wife – wives
half – halves
   self – selves
   wolf – wolves

knife – knives
   sheaf – sheaves 

leaf – leaves
   shelf – shelves
Other nouns ending in - f(e) have the plural inflexion – s in the regular way. The ending is pronounced like [s]: 
proof – proofs, chief – chief, safe – safes, cliff – cliffs, gulf – 
gulfs, dwarf – dwarfs, reef – reefs, grief – griefs.
☼Note that in few cases both endings - fs and - ves are possible: scarf – scarfs/scarves,

  dwarf – dwarfs/dwarves,

  hoof- hoofs/hooves. 
7. Nouns ending in – th after a short vowel have the ending  

- s [s]: month – months [mΛnθs].
Nouns ending in – th after a long vowel or a diphthong have [ðz] in the plural: baths [bα:ðz], path [pα:ðz], oath [ouðz]
☼ Note: youth [ju:θs], births [bә:θs]
8. The plural of abbreviations is sometimes formed in spelling by doubling a letter:
     Ms (manuscript)


Mss
     p. (page)



pp.
     Mr. (Mister)



Messrs [΄mesәz]
     M.P. (Member of Parliament)
M.P.s   [΄em΄pi:z]
     M.D. (Doctor of Medicine)

M.D.s  [΄em΄di:z]
     Co. (Company)


Co.s     [kouz]
☼ Note: In a phrase like “Miss Brown” two ways of plural formation are possible:
1. “the Miss Browns”

2. “the Misses Brown” -  this 
                     variant is considered more correct.
9. There are some nouns in English which have double plural forms. These forms differ in meaning:
· brother: 1) brothers (sons of one mother)

                    2) brethren (members of one community)

· penny:   1) pennies (some coins)

                    2) pence (amount of pennies in value; an individual 

                        coin: six pence, ten pence)

                     e.g. He gave some pennies of six-pence value.
· staff:      1) staffs (military staffs (штаб), staffs (штат) of an 

                         an institution)

                     2) staves (sticks)

· cloth:     1) cloths (kinds of cloth)

                     2) clothes (articles of dress)

3.2 Irregular formation of plural form.
For historical reasons certain nouns in English form their plural differently.

1. Seven nouns distinguish plural from singular by vowel change:

                man – men

tooth – teeth

goose–geese

                woman – women
foot – feet

mouse-mice

                





louse-lice

2. Two nouns have – en to mark the plural:

    ox – oxen

child – children

3. Some nouns have identical singular and plural forms:

a.     sheep – sheep    (овца/ы)

        swine – swine   (свинья/и)

        deer   -  deer     (олень/и)

        grouse- grouse  (куропатка/и)
        craft   - craft      (судно/судна)
☼ Note: There are some animal names that have two plural forms:

fish – fish/fishes


pike (щука) – pike/pikes

trout (форель) – trout/trouts

carp – carp/carps

salmon (лосось) – salmon/salmons

plaice (камбала) – plaice/plaices
mackerel (макрель) – mackerel/mackerels

!!! Zero ending of these nouns is used to denote hunting quarries:

     e.g. My father caught some fish. 

            We fried five salmon.

!!! The regular plural of these nouns is used to denote different individuals, species, kinds of animal, especially fish with the same name or insects or other small animals which cause disease or damage:

    e.g. There are so many fishes in this fishmonger’s. (colloquial)

            There are three greenflies on my hand.

             Two large hookworms were found in his stomach.

             There were two quails for sale.
b. identical singular and plural forms are also typical of nationality nouns in – ese, -ss: Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, Swiss. 

c. two nouns borrowed from Latin and one from French also have identical singular and plural form:

   series     - series                   (ряд, серия)
   species -  species                 (вид, порода, род)
   corps   -   corps                    (корпус, род войск) 
d. nouns, indicating numbers, such as:

    pair, couple, dozen, score (два десятка)
    stone (мера веса: 14 англ. фунтов=6,35 кг.)

    head (голова – поголовье скота)
have the identical form for singular and plural when they are preceded by a numeral:

   two dozen of socks, five dozen of eggs, two pair of gloves 
!!! But when they have no number as predeterminer they take the usual plural form:

   dozens of times, to go in pairs.
e. the noun foot (measure of length) is feet in the plural. The plural foot is used when followed by a number indicating inches:
  e.g. He was five feet high.

         He was five foot ten high. 

4. A number of foreign nouns (borrowings) have their original plural endings: 
Borrowings of Latin origin

Singular





Plural

- is [is]






-es [i:z]

basis






bases

crisis






crises

analysis





analyses

thesis






theses

parenthesis





parentheses

axis






axes

hypothesis





hypotheses

diagnosis





diagnoses

-on [әn]





-a [ә]

criterion





criteria
phenomenon





phenomena

-a [ә]






-ata [әtә]

miasma






miasmata

Borrowings of Greek origin

-us [әs]






-i [αi]








-ora [әrә]








-era [әrә]

stimulus





stimuli

nucleus






nuclei

radius






radii

corpus






corpora

genus






genera

-a [ә]






-ae [i:]

formula






formulae

antenna






antennae

vertebra





vertebrae

nebula






nebulae

-um [әm]





-a [ә]

datum






data

stratum






strata

erratum






errata

ultimatum





ultimata

-es, -ix [iks]





-ices [isi:z]

index






indices

appendix





appendices

matrix






matrices

Other borrowed nouns

Fr. –ean [ou]





-eaux [ouz]

tableau






tableaux

bureau






bureaux

It. –o [ou]





-i [i]
tempo






tempi

paparazzo





paparazzi

But some of the mentioned above and some other nouns may have two plural forms: original and English:

miasma-

1. miasmata /   2. miasmas

formula –

1. formulae /    2. formulas

memorandum - 
1. memoranda /2. memorandums

curriculum - 

1. curricula /    2. curriculums

cherub - 

1. cherubim /   2. cherubs

It should be noted that the second (English) variant is preferred in colloquial speech; 

the first is used in academic and learned English.

Some different plural forms have different meanings:
index:
`
1. indexes (list of contents of books)

2. indices (a mathematical term - показатель)

genius

1. geniuses (men of talent)



2. genii (fabulous spirits)

appendix
1. appendixes (medical term)



2. appendices (additional material to an 



    article/book, etc.)

3.3 Plural in compound nouns

1. As a rule in compound nouns the second element takes the plural form:

                housewives, tooth – brushes, boy – scouts, 

                maid – servants. 
2. Compounds in  - ful have the plural ending at the end of the word:

    handfuls, spoonfuls, mouthfuls, though spoonsful and mouthsful are also possible.

3. Compounds in which the first component is man or woman have plurals in both first and last components:
     men – servants, women – doctors, gentlemen – 

     farmers.

4. Compounds ending in –man change it into - men, but the change doesn’t affect the pronunciation. Both the endings 

– man and – men are pronounced like [- әn]:

               policeman [әn] – policemen [әn]

               fisherman [әn] – fishermen [әn]

               fireman     [әn] – firemen    [әn]
          ☼ Note : Such nouns as German, Roman, Norman are not compounds, and therefore they have regular plurals:

              Germans, Romans, Normans 

5. In compounds where the preposition is a linking element only the first nouns takes the plural form:

    editors- in –chief, mothers – in – law, commanders – 
    in –chief, coats – of – mail, men – of – war (военные 
    корабли).

6. In compound with a conjunction as a linking element the second element takes the plural form:
   gin – and – tonics

7. In compound nouns formed by a nouns plus a preposition, or an adverb, or an adjective only the first element takes the plural form:

     passers-by, lookers –on, courts – martial, attorneys-

     general.

8. When the compound is a substantivized phrase which doesn’t contain a noun, the last element takes the plural ending - s:
    forget–me–nots, breakdowns, stand-bys, grown-ups, 

   close-ups, pick-ups (случайные знакомства), drop-
   outs (дезертиры), go – betweens (посредники).
☼Note: The only exception here is the word “going-on 

   (повадки)”. The plural form of this noun is goings-on.

3.4 Uncountable nouns.

There are things in English that cannot be counted directly. The nouns which refer to these things are called uncountable nouns (uncount nouns or non-count nouns). (See §1/1.1)

These nouns are as follows:

linen

money

progress

food

furniture
business
traffic


sugar

knowledge
information
hair


beef

advice

trouble

scenery


music

luggage
wood

bread


fear

permission
luck

weather

spaghetti

death

equipment
sand


macaroni

chaos

machinery
behaviour

failure
coal

ice

iron


rice

steel

water

courage

honesty

aid

help

sleep


work
accommodation, etc.
☼ Note: There is only one case when it is possible to use the noun ‘weather’ in plural form:

to go out in all weathers

A. Uncountable have only one form. They cannot be used in plural. Some nouns which are uncountable in English have plurals in Russian language:

advice


совет / советы

news


новость / новости
progress

успех / успехи

research

исследование / исследования

knowledge

знание / знания
B. When an uncountable noun is the subject of a verb, it takes a singular verb:
e.g. Electricity is dangerous. 

       Food was very expensive in those days.

       The news from Michigan was sad.
C. Uncountable nouns are not used with indefinite article (a/an) and numbers. But we can use the pronouns some and any.

e.g. My father started work when he was ten. 
      You don’t have to pay extra money.

       Is there any news?

       Will you have some tea?
D. Uncountable nouns are often used with expressions such as ‘a piece of’, ‘a loaf of’, ‘packets of’ to talk about a quantity or an item. ‘A bit of ’is very common in spoken English. 

Here are some other examples to show a quantity or an item:

a slice of bacon



a piece of coal
a slice of cake



a lump of coal
a piece of bread


a piece of sugar
a loaf of bread



a lump of sugar
a piece of chalk



a piece of ice

a stick of chalk



a block of ice

a piece of chocolate


a piece pf land

a bar of chocolate


a strip of land

a piece of paper


a blade of grass

a sheet of paper



a grain of rice
a pile of rubbish


a piece of advice

a heap of rubbish


a word of advice

a piece of information


a fit of passion

an item of information


a piece of research

a piece of furniture
an article of furniture
E. Some nouns are uncountable nouns when they refer to something in general and count nouns when they refer to a particular instance of something:
e.g. Victory was now assured. (uncountable)

       In 1960, the party won a convincing victory. (countable)

       Basic knowledge 

      Knowledge is very important in our life. (uncountable)

      You have a fairly good knowledge of the subject. (count)

Exercises

Ex.1. If possible give the plural of:

accommodation

brief

scarf

baby


chill

sheaf

wife


rubbish

donkey

piano


knife

fly

glass


brash

permission

Ex.2. If possible give the plural of:

information

foot

hobby

calf


photo

luck

ghetto


brother

sheep

volcano


kilo

kiss

ox


kangaroo
wharf

Ex.3. Form sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural forms of the nouns:

proof


breath


die

lily


elk


oath

echo


dynamo

progress

leisure


despair


mouse
goose


Roman


hoof

folio


carp


mud

tomato


woman


valley

German

boy


chief

salmon


child


handkerchief

veto


youth

Ex.4. Form sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural forms of the nouns:

lady


day


mouth

wolf


zoo


thief

loaf


man


desk

country


Eskimo


life

china


tooth


equipment

Ex.5. Form negative sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural form of the nouns:

self


behaviour

radio

cargo


leaf


potato

deer


Englishman

casino

courage


Chinese

louse

path


Negro


studio

John


armchair

police

sister-in-law

solo


embargo
folk


pullover

snowman

Governor General
schoolmaster

looker-on

armful


going-on

boy-friend

area


circus


arena

stand-by

assistant director

Ex.6. If possible give the plural of the following nouns:

maid-servant

fountain-pen

step-mother

Lieutenant-governor
fellow traveler

man-of-war
literature

woman hater

buffalo

pick-me-up

sit-in


forget-me-not

Ex.7. Form interrogative sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural forms of the nouns:

runner-up

elephant
still-life


take-off
good-for- nothing
Major General
Japanese

music 
Ex.8. Form interrogative sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural forms of the nouns:

grant-in-aid


poetry


weather

mouthful


virtuoso

occasion
Sergeant-Major


archipelago

gentry

Ex.9. Make the plural of the following words and write them in three columns according to the pronunciation rules of the ending.
1. [s]

2. [z]

3. [iz]

Journey, hero, loss, bath, hearth, toy, city, piano, handkerchief, cheese, berry, mouth, month, belief, Negro, life, shelf, valley, roof, stitch, cliff, mate, cloth, steamer, embryo, dwarf, secretary, servant, dog, text.

Ex.10. Write the correct form of the nouns in parenthesis. 

1. I mat some interesting __________ (man) at the meeting last night. 

2. The farmer loaded his cart with ________ (box) of fresh vegetables to take to market. His cart was pulled by two ______ (ox).

3. The baby got two new _______ (tooth). 

4. I need some _________(match) to light the fire. 

5. Alex saw some _________ (mouse) running across the floor. 

6. We cooked some ________ (potato) for dinner. 

7. The north side of the island has no ____________ (bitch). There are only steep __________ (cliff). No one can climb these steep walls of rocks. 

8. If a houseplant is given too much water, its lower _________ (leaf) turn yellow. 

9. Before Marie signed the contract, she talked to two _______ (attorney).

10. New scientific _______ (discovery) are made every day in ________ (laboratory) throughout the world. 
11. On our trip in the mountains, we saw some _______ (wolf), __________ (fox), ____________ (deer) and wild ________ (sheep).

12. When the ___________ (child) were playing a game, they hid behind some __________ (bush).

13. When I was at the park, I saw some ___________ (duck) and _________ (goose) swimming in a pond. 

14. When we spoke in the cave, we could hear ________ (echo) of our voices. 

15. I caught several ___________ (fish) in the lake. 

16. The music building at the university has 27 ___________ (piano). Students need to sing up for practice times. 

Ex.11. Consult the table and give the plural of the following foreign nouns.
	
	Ending
	Regular plural
	Latin/Greek plural

	a
	- us
	-uses
	-i

	b
	-a
	-as
	-ae

	c
	-um
	-ums
	-a

	d
	-ex
	-exes
	-ices

	e
	-ix
	-ixes
	-ices

	f
	-is
	-ises
	-es

	g
	-on
	-ons
	-a


a. cactus, fungus, radius, stimulus, genius

b. alga, formula, vertebra, antenna

c. bacterium, curriculum, datum, medium, memorandum, stratum, millennium
d. index

e. appendix

f. analysis, axis, basis, crisis, diagnosis, hypothesis, oasis, parenthesis, thesis

g. criterion, phenomenon

Ex.12. Form interrogative sentences with the following nouns. Where possible use the plural forms of the nouns:

parenthesis

genus



aquarium

syllabus

curriculum


diploma

campus


miasma



nucleus

analysis

thesis



oasis

crisis


symposium


ellipsis
dilemma

erratum



basis
criterion

opus



chorus

cherub


antenna



ultimatum
matrix


plateau



hypothesis
Ex.13. Fill the gaps with the most appropriate borrowing word. If necessary use the plural of a noun. Some words can be used not once.  

fungus, hypothesis, corps, nucleus, bureau, miasma, cherub, thesis, datum, parenthesis, strata, bacterium, crisis, curriculum, medium, memorandum, oasis, phenomenon, stimulus, thesis
1. A group of general workers was asked to wear oxygen masks as the working area located above the old mine full of poisonous _____________. 

2. She made a good research work. Her tutor asked her to present some ___________ for the international conference to give a short retrospective of her work. 

3. According to the _____________ of the Norwegian scientist the principles of work of the new chemicals should protect human body from the development of cancer cells. 

4. There are special services in every airport and railway station where you can have all addresses of private and legal persons and also find the lost properties. Such services are called information and lost – properties ___________. 

5. In the art of past times there was a tendency to portray children as __________________. 

6. One of the main functions of computers is to store ____________ of all businesses of the company or any person. 

7. The scientist proved long ago that our planet consists of many _________ and a very hot ________ in the middle. 

8. Any word or phrase introducing your statement is called __________________ in syntax. 

9. To start shooting “Siberian Barber” Nikita Mihalkov studied the uniforms of all royal _______ of the czar Nikolay II. 

10. Doctors say that any _________ disease is cured if apply special ointment (мазь) and stay away form gyms and swimming pools. 
11. Graduate students are often required to write long papers in which they state an opinion and give evidence to support it. The papers are often referred to as _________________. 
12. Thunder and lightning are ________________ of nature. 
13. Before the students began their chemistry experiments, they stated theories to explain what was going to happen in their experiments. In other words, they made ___________________. 

14. The government of that country is unstable. The country has faced many political ____________ in the last ten years. It has had to face one problem after another. 

15. The office supervisor, Ms. Hall, is well known for the large number of _______________ she sends to her staff. She believes it is necessary to write many notes to remind the staff of things that need to be taken care of. 

16. People get most of their news about the world through the mass _______ (that is radio, television, newspapers and magazines).

17. The teacher wanted to make sure the students understood the standards by which she would make her judgments. She carefully explained the _____________ she would use to judge the students’ work. 

18. All of the departments at the university provide descriptions of their ________________ in the school catalog. Look there to find out what courses the departments offer. 
19. Certain factors cause plants to grow. These ____________ are light, water and fertile soil. 

20. Very small living things that can cause disease are called germs. Germs are forms of _______________. 

21. In a desert, there are places where water is available and a few plants grow. These areas are called ________________. 

22. The researcher assembled numerous facts through months of investigation,. She used the ___________ she had gathered to write a report for a scientific journal. 
Ex.14. Translate into English and pay attention to borrowings. 

1. Слово «тысячелетие» в английском языке происходит от латинского слова ‘mile’, которое означает «тысяча». 2. На поверхности этой планеты происходят странные явления. 

3. Многие школы имеют разные программы. 4. Каковы критерии оценки этих работ? 5. Каково содержание этой бутылки? 6. Каково обычно содержание сахара в крови? 7. Фундамент дома сделан из камня. 8. Земля вращается вокруг своей оси. 9. Каков окончательный диагноз? 10. Кактусы растут в пустыне. 11. Мы из разных социальных слоев. 12. Многие бактерии вызывают болезни. 13. Расписание движения поездов можно видеть на табло. 14. Это действительно уникальное явление. 15. Он один из гениев. 16. В этом кувшине духи (джины). 17. У моей бабушки сильные боли в верхних позвонках. 18. В этой зоне большая концентрация ядовитых испарений. 19. Эти данные надежны. 20. Кризисы в экономике отражаются на жизни людей. 21. В прошлом году астрономами было открыто несколько новых созвездий. Для каждого предмета в университете существует специальная программа, которую нужно обязательно соблюдать. 22. Странно, но в этой книге нет алфавитного указателя. 23. Великим Ньютоном были выведены (to derive) формулы, без которых современная физика существовать не может. 24. У тебя слишком много дополнительной (additional) информации. Как ты думаешь, может лучше сделать несколько приложений? 25. Этот вид кактусов растет только в Южной Америке. А этот вид водорослей можно найти только в Атлантическом океане. 

Ex.15. State the number of the following nouns and give the corresponding singular or plural, if any. 

Brethren, memoranda, antenna, scissors, school-inspector, pence, Frenchman, Roman, sanatoria, cafeteria, strata, vertebra, automata, photo, axes, cloth, commander-in-chief, forget-me-not, will-o’-the-wisp, effervescency, to-do, viruses, mice, governor-general, corps, phenomena, bases, nebula. 
Ex.16. Put countable and uncountable nouns into different columns. Use indefinite article before countables. 

Wool, air, airship, word, aviation, assistance, assistant, paper, paper, hour, bread, darkness, water, sea, cheese, happiness, event, glass, glass, hero, sand, music, piano, friend, friendship, tobacco, cigarette, copper, armchair, coffee, ship, coin, university, money, ink, banknote, meat, silver, watch, timber, tree, idea, ice, furniture, chalk, heat, cow, milk, butter, horse, obligation, machine, equipment, instrument, speed, umbrella.
Ex.17. Look at the following pairs of sentences. In one the noun in bold type is used as a count noun and in the other as an uncount noun. Mark the sentences C for count and U for uncount. 
1. Shakespeare’s language is magnificent. 

     It’s easier to work with someone who speaks your own language. 

2. She has had nine month’s experience as a secretary. 

     The funeral was a painful experience. 
3. People spend their lives worrying about money. 

     How is life?

4. Are you in San Francisco for business or pleasure?

    He set a small travel business. 

5. She never completely gave up hope. 

     Ken has high hopes of a promotion before the end of the year. 

6. There was general agreement on the problem. 

   We hope to come to a general agreement on the future action. 

Ex.18. Use the phrases with the and an uncount noun to complete the sentences which follow. 

the news about Bill

the advice you gave me

the information you need
the traffic in London

the strength to go on 

the furniture in the sitting room


1. I liked __________________. I thought it looked very smart. 

2. I’d like to thank you for _____________________________. 

3. I am tired out. I haven’t got __________________________. 

4. You can find ____________________ in any good grammar book. 
5. ____________________ is dreadful – particularly in the rush hour. 

6. Have you heard _______________________________________?

Ex.19. Change the number of the noun in bold type where possible and make all other necessary changes.

1. The boy drove many sheep in the direction of the village. 2. During the festival I made friends with many foreign delegates. Among them were a Swiss, a Negro, a German, a Frenchman and others. 3. I was presented with a dozen handkerchiefs. 4. The boy must have two teeth pulled out. 5. The hunter got a prize for killing the wolf that had caused much damage to the village flock. 6. The child was bitterly crying over the broken toy. 7. The factory club bought a ‘cello for their orchestra. 8. He showed me a photo of his country house. 9. She gave the dog a fish. 10. This tea is of a fine flavour. 11. The scout brought some valuable information. 12. I bought a pair of nylon gloves. 13. I saw a mouse in the kitchen. 14. The ox drove a cart of hay. 15. A very strange phenomenon was observed by astronomers yesterday. 16. Her hair was soft and curly. 
Ex.20.Which part of these sentences is right? 

1. Margaret has got very long black hair/hairs.

2. We had a very good weather/very good weather when we were on holiday. 

3. Sorry, I’m late. I had trouble/troubles with the car this morning. 
4. I want something to read. I’m going to buy a/some paper
5. I want to write some letters. I need a/some paper.
6. It’s very difficult to find work/job at the moment. Most people prefer a job/work which is near home. 

7. Bad news don’t/doesn’t make people happy.

8. Our travel/journey from London to Istanbul by train was very interesting.

9. The flat is empty. We haven’t got any furniture/furnitures yet.

10. When the fire alarm rang there was a complete chaos/complete chaos. 
11. I had to buy a/some bread because I wanted to make some sandwiches. 

12. They will give you plenty of information/informations here. 

13. He likes to go out in all weather/weathers.

14. She gave me some good advice/advices. 

Ex.21. Now you have to complete these sentences using these words. Some words can be used not once. 
	Progress  advice  accommodation  hair  work  experience  information  paper  permission electricity  knowledge   equipment  luggage
happiness      money       help           traffic


1. We haven’t got anywhere to live. We are looking for _________.
2. I don’t think Ann will get the job. She hasn’t got ____________.

3. They will tell you all you want to know. They’ll give you plenty of __________.

4. You will easily recognize Allan. He has got green __________.

5. Carla’s English has improved. She has made ___________.

6. I want to write down your address. Have you got __________?

7. If you want to leave early, you have to ask for ___________.

8. George is unemployed at the moment. He’s looking for _______.

9. I didn’t know what to do. So I asked Jack for ___________.

10. We’ve got a lot of ____________, but it is not too heavy.
11. At that time my _____________ of German was minimal.

12. They exported a million dollars’ worth of stereo_____________.

13. I’d like some __________________ about trains, please.

14. Do you have any ___________________ on you?

15. If you want my_______, I think you ought to start all over again. 

16. There’s always a lot of ______________ in the rush hour. 

17. Do you cook by gas or by _______________?

18. You can always telephone, if you need any ________________.

19. Money doesn’t always bring _________________________.

20. ___________ should be protected form strong cold and heat, otherwise it loses its shine. 
Ex.22. Read and translate the sentences. Comment on the words in bold type. 

1. Money can’t buy happiness, and it certainly can’t buy health. Years ago Blackie told me that money was meant to be spent and he was correct. Whoever said that money doesn’t buy happiness was misinformed, in opinion. It buys a lot of happiness for a lot of people. 2. English money is not accepted here. 3. All Bess’s money goes on clothes. 4. Her linen comes form Holland. 5. We’ve got a fascinating piece of news for you. 6. News travels pretty fast. 7. I’m sorry to say that there are ‘friends’ who delight in breaking bad news. 8. They want advice on how to do it. 9. We got an advice note from the firm. 10. The scout brought valuable information. It helped a lot. 11. What hard work! But it is rewarding. 12. I like all Chopin’s works. 13. The works is closed now. 14. It is perfect weather for flying today. 15. She’s wearing galoshes in all weathers. 
Ex.23. Use the appropriate form of the verb. 

1. “There ____ money in my pocket,” I said to the porter. (is, are)
2. I know my hair ___ beautiful, everybody says so. (is, are)

3. The works ___ has country, his home, his reason for being. (was, were)

4. These white swine ___ not live. (do, does)

5. Means___ easily found. (was, were)

6. … this watch ___ a special favourite with Mr. Pickwick having been carried about for a great number of years than we feel called upon to state, at present. (was, were)

7. “Good,” I said. “No one shall tell me again that fish ___ no sense with them. (has, have) 

8. The deer ___ ravaging the man’s field. (was, were)
9. Money ___ so scarce that it could fairly be said not to exist at all. (was, were)
10. I was here before the gates ___ opened, but I was afraid to come straight to you. (was, were) 
11. The papers ___ dull, the news ___ local and stale, and the war news ___ all old. (was, were)

12. At Capracotta, he had told me, there ___ trout in the stream below the town. (was, were) 

13. Her hair ___ loose and half-falling and she wore a nurse’s dress. (was, were) 
14. And the baggage ___ apparatus and appliances (contain, contains)

15. The china ____ good, of a delicate pattern. (was, were)

Ex.24. Explain the difference between the following pairs of words and use them in the sentences of your own. 
1. air – an air

2. beauty – a beauty 

3. coffee – a coffee

4. cloth – a cloth

5. dinner – a dinner

6. fire – a fire

7. glass – a glass

8. youth – a youth

9. lemon- a lemon

10. light – a light

11. nature – a nature

12. oak – an oak
13. paper – a paper

14. play – a play

15. power – a power

16. rubber – a rubber
17. ice – an ice

18. stone – a stone

19. study – a study

20. will – a will

21. tin – a tin
22 .iron – an iron

23. justice – a justice

24. yoghurt – a yoghurt

25. cake – a cake

26. residence – a residence

27. room – a room
28. work – a work

29. success – a success

30. hair – a hair

31. experience – an experience
Ex.25. Make up exclamatory sentences according to the model.
Model: competent advice – What competent advice! 

1. original advice
    great idea

2. beautiful nature 

    difficult character 

3. fashionable furniture 

    big refrigerator 

4. modern equipment 

    ancient fortress

5. unexpected money 

    great fortune

6. wonderful music

    sentimental tune

7. hitting news

    strange call

8. good progress 

    big success 

9. heavy traffic 

    busy line

10. miserable weather

      nasty day

11. deep knowledge

      excellent certificate

12. difficult work

     pleasant job

13. Russian linen

      linen towel

14. leafy foliage 

      beautiful leaf

Ex.26. Explain the difference in meaning between two plural forms of the following nouns:

1. genius
2. index

3. cloth

4. penny

5. appendix

6. staff

7. brother

Ex.27. Choose the appropriate noun from the list below for each sentence. Add an article (a/an/the) or plural (s/es) where necessary. 
Affection, spirit, information, red, damage, paper, milk, wonder, left, glass, luggage, wood, cheese, wild, work, water, wool, salt.
1. Brie and Camembert are only two of the wide variety of … produced in France. 
2. Many Englishmen have explored … of the Nile.
3. Woodworm can cause a lot of … if it is not treated. 

4. He never really loved her – he just toyed with her … . 
5. I need … which will match the other shades of scarlet in the room. 

6. “Hamlet” is one of Shakespeare’s best known … .

7. I did not know you were short-sighted. How long have been wearing …? 

8. He buys … on the way home to check the race results. 

9. Sorry, sir, you can’t have whisky. Our license doesn’t allow us to serve…, only wine and beer. 

10. It’s a very shy animal and lives in …; it is rarely seen in the open fields. 
11. This plant is only found in ... of Alaska.

12. To get to the station, you should take … just after the bridge. 

13. The girl in the travel agency was very helpful and gave me lots of … about Turkey. 

14. Sorry, I’m late – some of my … went missing at the airport. 

15. Our diary produces five different … .

16. British … such as cashmere, mohair, lambswool, merino wool come mostly from the Shetlands. 

17. … occurs naturally in sea water. 

18. Where are my bathing … ?

19. The great Pyramid of Cheops is one of the seven … of the Ancient World; it is the only one that has survived and exists today. 
Ex.28. Use the singular nouns below to complete the sentences which follow. 

a bath

a go

a drink


a fight

a shower
a move

a walk


a wash

a jog

a ride

a rest
1. I need some fresh air. I think I’ll go out for ________________. 

2. I am going to lie down and have _________________________. 
3. I haven’t time for ____________. I will have _________ instead. 

4. The children are covered in dirt. They need ________________. 

5. Can I have ____________ on your bike?

6. He keeps fit by going for _______________ every evening. 

7. This is thirsty work. Let’s stop for __________________. 

8. Bill is in trouble. He started __________ and got himself arrested. 

9. You can’t succeed if you don’t have ________________. 

10. It is time to go. Let’s make ________________.

Ex.29. Use these plural nouns to complete the sentences below. 

belongings
clothes

expenses
feelings 

goods

holidays
papers

pictures

feelings
sights

refreshments

1. If I need a lot of money, can I claim ________________?

2. Britain needs to export more ______________________. 

3. There was a short break for _______________________. 

4. My _______________ are soaking wet. I need to change. 

5. He is very unhappy. You must have hurt his _____________. 
6. The kids aren’t at home. They are on their _______________. 

7. What is on at the cinema? I haven’t been to the ________ for ages. 

8. You are famous. I saw your picture in the ________________. 

9. He carries all his _____________ with him in an old suitcase. 

10. We took some time off to walk round the town and see the _______________. 

Ex.30. Use these collective nouns to complete the sentences that follow. 

audience
crew

enemy

family

gang

media

public

staff

team

government

1. Take cover. The __________ are attacking. 

2. Do you think Liverpool is the best ___________ in Europe?

3. Dad is out but the rest of the ______________ are at home. 

4. The _______________ has decided to increase taxes. 

5. The ship sank but the ____________ are safe. 

6. The office is closed. _____________ are on strike. 
7. The house was surrounded and the ____________ were arrested. 

8. The ___________ is much bigger than at last night’s performance. 

9. The railways should provide a better service for the traveling__________. 

10. Some sports stars are very badly treated by the newspapers and other_______________. 
Ex.31. Translate into English.
1. Я художник, я могу оценить красоту. 2. Эта девушка – настоящая красавица. 3. Дом сделан из камня. 4. Мне в ботинок попал камешек. 5. Язык обладает великой силой. 6. Японский – очень трудный язык. 7. У нее способность видеть будущее. 8. Лимон богат витамином С. 9. Купи лимон к чаю. 10. У него не было (to lack) воли к жизни. 11. У этого мальчика очень сильная воля. 12. Если хотите сделать завещание, обратитесь к нотариусу. 13. Природу нужно охранять. 14. У Эмили очень романтичная натура. 15. Свет необходим для жизни. 16. Вдалеке мы увидели огонек. 17. Дания, Голландия, Швейцария славятся своими сырами. 18. Фруктовые и овощные соки очень полезны. 19. На завтрак у меня обычно тосты с сыром и апельсиновый сок. 20. Италия и Франция знамениты своими винами. 21. Август. На Сицилии начался сбор цитрусовых фруктов. 
Ex.32. Translate into English and pay attention to countable and uncountable nouns. 
1. Я помню все ваши советы. Они всегда были кстати. 2. Тебе помогают мои советы? 3. Какая прекрасная новость! 4. Сегодня чудесная погода. 5. Вся информация в компьютере. 6. Какая нудная работа! 7. Только работа поможет тебе забыть все! 8. Что нового? 9. Успех, как правило, зависит от упорного труда и удачи. 10. Фильм имел большой успех. 11. Это постельное белье прекрасного качества. 12. Эта мебель уникальна, она стоит целое состояние. 13. Эта мебель сделана из бука. 14. Деньги – вещь очень важная. Особенно когда их нет. (Э.М. Ремарк)
Ex.33. Translate into English. 
1. Эта реклама утверждает, что если пользоваться пастой Блендамед, то у вас будут красивые белые зубы. 2. Я сладкоежка. 3. Врач дал нам так много советов, что мы не знаем, каким из них воспользоваться. 4. Упорный труд – ключ к успеху. 

5. Трое полицейских постоянно охраняют этот банк. 6. Несколько кусочков розового льда лежало на дне стакана. 7. К нашему пароходу плыла огромная глыба льда. 8. На день рождения мне подарили две огромные плитки шоколада. 9. Брауны уже за столом. Они обедают 10. Меня совсем не удивляют эти новости. Я была уверена, что они расстанутся. 11. Она работает в своем саду в любую погоду. 12. Бильярд – его любимая игра. 13. Твои данные неверны. Необходимо все проверить еще раз. 14. В нашей школе работает 25 женщин и 5 мужчин. 15. Я очень люблю фрукты. Они придает мне силы (энергию). 16. Какие у тебя сегодня духи? Неужели настоящий Валентино?! Какой утонченный аромат! 17. В наше время мыши и крысы часто рассматриваются как домашние животные. 18. У нас сегодня гости, многие из них фруктарианцы. Сходи на рынок и купи много разных фруктов. 19. В этом пруду много рыбок. 20. Его специальность – экономика. 21. Рыбаки в море. Сейчас сезон ловли рыбы. 22. Это странное явление озадачивает геологов. 23. Несколько травинок лежало на кухонном столе. . 24. Какой замечательный пейзаж открывается из этого отеля!  25. Нам пришлось остановить машину, так как два оленя медленно переходили дорогу. 26. Две рисинки попали в мой чай. 27. Наш новый начальник – очень худой человек без единого волоса на голове. 28. В новостях обычно несколько блоков информации. 29. В названиях одежды так много заимствований! К примеру, у меня есть 2 кардигана, бриджи, бермуды и очень красивое бикини. Ты поняла, о чем я говорю? 30. Это творческая работа, однако, знания здесь тоже важны. 
Ex.34. A favourite game for children and adults is called “My Grandfather’s Store”. It is played with a group of people. Each person begins his or her turn by saying “I went to my grandfather’s store and bought…”. The first person names something that begins with the letter “A”. The second person repeats what the first person said, and then names something that begins with the letter “B”. The game continues to the last letter of the alphabet. 
Example:

1st person: I went to my grandfather’s store and bought an apple. 
2nd person: I went to my grandfather’s store and bought an apple and some bread, etc. 
An alphabet is given for you:

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

§4. Nouns used only in the singular and nouns used only in the plural. Collective nouns.
4.1 Nouns used only in the singular.

There are certain nouns in English that are used only in the singular form. When these nouns are the subjects of the sentences the predicates expressed by the verbs are always in singular. To the class of singular invariable nouns belong:

1. All uncountable nouns: (See 3/3.4)
         a. Material nouns – tea, sugar, rice, silver, oil, butter, beer, sail, etc. 

As it has been mentioned above these nouns may have plural forms with a specific meaning: 

           e.g. cheeses – kinds of cheese,

                  beers – two glasses or cans of beer

                 two coffees – two cups of coffee
               ☼ Note that this variant is generally used in colloquial speech, whereas in learned and literature English ‘two glasses of beer’, ‘different kinds of cheese’, ‘two cups of coffee’ is preferred. (See 3.4/D)
            b. Abstract nouns: music, fear, anger, foolishness, sleep, etc.
2. some proper nouns ending in –s:
   The Thames, Algiers, Athens, Brussels, Flanders, 
   Marseilles, Naples, Wales, the United nations, the United 
   States, The Netherlands
3. some diseases ending in –(e)s though singular in meaning:

    measles (корь), mumps (свинка), rickets (рахит), shingles 
    (краснуха)
4. some games: 

    billiards, bowls (гольф), dominoes, draughts (шашки)
☼ Note : When these nouns are used attributively no plural form is observed:
              e.g. Four men brought a green billiard table in and 

                    set it in the middle of the room. 
5. names of sciences:   

  physics, acoustics, linguistics, mathematics, politics, 
  statistics, phonetics, ethics, politics, tactics

  e.g. Linguistics is taught at the faculty of foreign languages.

        Statistics is the science about figures. 
!!!However, when a word of this type is not used to refer directly to a science or used to denote personal progress in some activity, it takes a plural verb and can be preceded by ‘these’:
e.g. The acoustics in this room are good.

       These statistics are unreliable.

      His phonetics are getting better. 
6. Words used as singular with reference to one unit, or as plural with reference to more than one:

   e.g. We must find a means (=a way) of solving the 

          problem.

          There are several means (=ways) of solving it.
The following nouns can be used in the same way:

barracks



headquarters

bellows




innings

gallows




kennels

gasworks



series

golf – links



species

7. The noun ‘fruit’ is used in the singular. It may be used in the plural form (fruits) to denote different kinds of fruit and in figurative meaning also (e.g. плоды труда):

    e.g. 1. We have much fruit this year.

               The fruit is very useful. 

           2. Many fruits ripen now: apples, pears, plums.

               A pear and an apple are two fruits.

           3. Be sure, the fruits of your hard labour will be 

               appreciated. (For the use of ‘fish’ see 3.2/3)
8. The following nouns are only singular in English, but only plural in Russian:

   ink




чернила
   cream




сливки
   yeast




дрожжи
   money



деньги
   hair




волосы
   applause



аплодисменты
   chess




шахматы
☼ Note: Hair as a countable noun is used to denote some separate hairs (волосок, волоски):

     e.g. There are some hairs on your shoulder. 

            Look! There is a hair in my plate.

9. Abstract nouns which are used only in the singular, taken in general sense, acquire both numbers (and become countable) when they express concrete instances or special aspects of the notion they denote:
e.g. The joys of childhood.

       The pleasures of winter sport.

       A brilliant idea, many brilliant ideas.

       Her fears were ungrounded.

       Various voices came form the street.
10. Sometimes material and abstract nouns are used in the plural with emphatic force:
   e.g. The frozen snows of Arctic.

          The sands of Sahara Desert.

          The blue waters of the ocean.

          A thousand thanks, a thousand pities.

4.2 Nouns used only in the plural.

To the group of nouns which are used only in the plural form belong:
1. the names of things which consist of two similar halves or parts: 


scissors




trousers

spectacles (=glasses)


scales

tongs




binoculars

braces




breeches

knickers



pants

pincers




pliers

             pajamas



shorts

             bermudas



tights

             flannels




suspenders

             tweezers



jeans
!!!These nouns can be made singular and countable with the help of such phrase as ‘a pair of’. When these nouns are used with ‘a pair of’ the verb – predicate is in singular:

             e.g. 1. Be careful! The scissors are very sharp.

                        My jeans are tight for me.

                        The glasses are broken

                    2. This pair of jeans is of my size.

                        That pair of flannels is faded, I suppose we should 
                        buy a new one. 
2. many verbal nouns in  - ing:

     earnings



sweepings
     doings



goings-on

     tidings (новости)


lodgings

     beginnings



savings

     belongings (пожитки)

misgivings

     shortcomings


surroundings

             e.g. His lodgings were in a quiet street.

                    Your savings are enough to buy that car.

3. other nouns:

     the Middle Ages


amends
     annals



the Antipodes

     archives



arms (weapons)

     arrears



ashes (human remains)

     auspices



banns

     bounds (boundary)


clothes

     congratulations


credentials

     damages (compensation)

dregs

     entrails



goods

     looks (appearance)


manners (behaviour)

     odds




outskirts

     pains (trouble)


particulars

     premises (buildings)


proceeds

     provisions



quarters

     regards



remains

     resources



riches

     suds




thanks

     the tropics



valuables

     whereabouts



stairs

     slums



contents

     victuals [vitlz]


eaves
     customs



greens

     holidays



minutes (протокол)
     the Commons (the House of Commons)
troops

     wages

☼Note: The word ‘wages’ is used without ending – s when it is 

              preceded by an adjective: a minimum wage, a maximum 

              wage, a living wage, a fixed wage.

              e.g. A minimum wage is fixed by law. 

4. some proper nouns:

the East Indies, the West Indies, the Hebrides, the Highlands, the Midlands,, the Philippines.
5. The following nouns are plural in English, but singular in Russian: 
sweepings


сор
clothes



одежда
greens



зелень (овощи)

odds



преимущество (в спорте)
contents


содержание
4.3 Nouns used in the plural in a special sense.

In some cases the plural form of the noun does not express mere plurality (as in tables= table+table) but acquires a special meaning:
· colour - colours = 1) plural of tint
2) flag
e.g. Blue and white are my favourite colours. 
      Every regiment has its colours.
· custom - customs = 1) habits
2) duties 

e.g. Many old customs are dying out. 

      Customs (пошлины) are duties imposed by law on goods 

      imported and exported.

· damage = injury / damages = compensation for injury
e.g. The worker lost his arm at the plant and the manager paid  
      him damages.
· pain -pains = 1) sufferings
 2) effort
e.g. I have pains in my back.

      He takes great pains to solve this problem.

· quarter - quarters = 1) fourth parts    2)lodgings
e.g. I have read three quarters of the book.

      We found him in his old quarters.

· force – forces = 1) powers
2) an army
e.g. A force of seven thousand men landed in Suffolk.
      The forces are equipped excellently. 

· draught – draughts = 1) currents of air
      2) a game
e.g. A cold draught of air form the open window poured into the 
     room.
    My grandfather liked to sit on this bench and play draughts in 

   the evenings. 
· glass – glasses = 1) drinking vessels
2) spectacles
e.g. There were some dirty glasses on the kitchen table.

      She put on her glasses and opened the book.

· manner – manners = 1) ways

2) behaviour
e.g. Do it in such manner.

      Obviously, the manners of this gentleman are excellent.

· minute – minutes = 1) spaces of time
2) record of the 

                                                                           proceedings
e.g. It took her forty five minutes to get here.

     The minutes are kept in special room on the ground floor.

· ash  - ashes= 1) cinders (зола)

2)human remains 

e.g. The cigarette ash was on the sofa, armchair and on the 

     carpet.

      Mrs. Jackson was cremated. Her ashes are kept in a special 

     vessel.

· spirit – spirits = 1) soul, ghost

2) alcohol drink,
                                                                          mood
e.g. Many children believe in spirits.

      Spirits are not served at this restaurant.

      She was in high spirits.

      Try to keep your spirits.

      As Mike was upset everybody tried to raise his spirits.
· scale – scales = 1) fish peel

2) balance (весы)
e.g. The kitchen was covered with fish scales.

      The scales are out of order. I can’t weigh the apples.
4.4 Collective nouns and nouns of multitude. 

There are certain nouns in English which plurality is not marked by the endings. They are usually treated as collective nouns. 

English collective nouns have two categorical meanings: 
1. plurality as indivisible whole, i.e. when we use such noun we think of the group as a unit. These nouns are called collective nouns proper. When collective noun proper is the subject of a sentence the verb – predicate is in singular, because the unit is meant.
           e.g. Our little group is complete again.

                 My family lives in Florida. (family as a social unit)

                 The bourgeoisie historically played a most revolutionary 
                 part.

                 The audience was enormous.

                 The crowd has been dispersed.

                 The public consists of you and me.

                 The college football team has done badly this season.

2. discrete plurality, i.e. when we use collective noun but think of individuals. These nouns are called nouns of multitude. When the noun of multitude is the subject of a sentence the verb – predicate is in plural, because separate living beings are meant.
Thus, one and the same noun may be a collective noun proper and a noun of multitude.

              e.g. The family were all dining when I phoned. (See 1/1.1)
                    The crowd were jumping over the fence running away 
                    from the infuriated bulls. 

                   The team are now resting.

                   The audience were enjoying every minute of it.

                   My family keep a close eye on Jacky.

                   The public were admitted to hear the trial.

Here is the list of collective nouns:
army


audience

committee

company

crew


enemy

family


flock


gang

government

group


herd

navy


press


public

team


data


media

staff


jury


congress

delegation

party


board

cast


council


the aristocracy

the bourgeoisie

clergy


the elite

the gentry

parliament

class

majority

minority
☼ Note: The word ‘majority’ is in the singular when it is used alone; if it is followed by a plural noun it is plural.

              e.g. The majority believes the president will be 

                     reelected.

                     The majority of people believe the president 

                     will be reelected.
Some of the collective nouns, however, regularly require a plural verb. These nouns are: people, police and cattle.
e.g. Police (=policemen) have arrested the man who robbed 

      the bank on Park Avenue. 

      There were few people out in the street that hour. 
☼Note: The verb – predicate is in the singular after the word ‘police’ when the organization is meant.

           e.g. In that country the police was founded in 16th 

                 century.

☼Note: The noun ‘people’ and ‘folk’ meaning ‘nationality’ can have a singular and plural form: a people – peoples.

          e.g. Peoples of all countries all over the world fight 
               for peace.
Exercises
Ex.1. Say whether the nouns in bold type are collective or nouns of multitude.

1. According to modern standards my family isn’t big. 2. My family are early birds. 3. The board consists of twelve people. 4. I know what the board think of me. They regard me as the spoiled granddaughter of a rich and powerful woman. And the board are very aware of that. 5. This council is responsible for looking after roads. 6. The council have been promising to mend the fences, doors, and windows for years. 7. The public stop and stare. 8. “You could join us,” he suggested helpfully. “We are a jolly crowd.” 9. The government has cut back on public expenditure. 10. Some people said darkly that the Government were behind it. 11. The staff are going to buy a leaving present for their boss. 12. His staff is very efficient.13. This team plays for Spain. 14. The team are training hard for the coming match. 15. Statistics is the study of figures. 16. Statistics are often misleading. 17. Politics is a popular topic now. 18. What are his politics? 19. The jury were in disagreement. 20. The jury has announced its verdict. 21. The police are here and they are doing their best. 22. The local police have closed this nightclub. 23. The police were assisted by private detectives. 24. The cattle are in the fields. 25. Where are the people? – They have gone to the briefing. 26. Her poultry are the finest in the whole village. 27. The Roman Catholic clergy are stationed in Vatican. 28. Dice are used in many board games. 29. How different are the beliefs of various peoples across the world! 30. The peoples of the Commonwealth will have a new monetary unit. 
Ex.2. State whether the following nouns are followed by a singular or a plural verb or by both.
oats


gallows


tweezers
dominoes

gentry


tongs

Athens


staff


folk

bellows


series


offspring

pants


riches


amends 

clergy


thanks


the Thames

darts


bowls


damage
pincers


valuables

draughts

quarters

species


congratulations

crew


annals


credentials

lens


vermin


rickets

the Lords

kennels


mumps

remains


resources

contents

sermons

the Commons

regards
alms


barracks

linguistics
Ex.3. Make the right concord between subject and predicate:

1. Look! The police (have) finally arrived!

2. The youth (play) tennis better than his father. 
3. Youth (be) keener on sports than their parents. 

4. Linguistics (be) a subject taught at University. 

5. Acoustics (have) developed in modern times. 

6. The acoustics in this room (be) very bad. 

7. Mumps (be) an ailment of children. 

8. Measles (be) an unpleasant illness.

9. I’m sorry, but the news (be) very bad. 

10. Mathematics (be) a difficult subject. 

11. His mathematics (be) getting better and better. 

12. The archives of our town (be) kept in the Town Hall. 

13. Bacteria (cause) some diseases. 

14. Splendid cattle (be) bought by Mr. Smith. 
15. Billiards (be) a popular game in Britain. 

16. My new trousers (be) out of fashion. 
Ex.4. Give all possible meanings in the singular and in the plural of the following:

glass


force


respect

custom


draught


quarter

pain


damage


spirit

manner


fund


scale

gut


people (folk)

ash

minute


colour
Ex. 5A Read and translate the sentences. Comment on the meaning of the words in bold type. 

1. The fishermen are out in all weathers. If you don’t catch any fish, there’s no pay. 2. My employer was an importer of a rare tropical fish. 3. Try this fish. Everybody who tries it, likes it. 4. Meredith peered down into the pond. “There really are fish in it,” she said sounding surprised. 5. Forget him! There are many other fish in the sea. 6. He had a big collection of minerals, insects and fishes. 7. He studies the fishes of the Atlantic. 8. What an odd fish he is! 9. They’ve been fishing since dawn but so far haven’t caught a single fish. 10. Are you fishing out for a compliment? 11. The largest of all fish is the Whale Shark. 12. Just look at him! He thinks he is a cool fish!
Ex.5B. Translate into English.
1. В этой реке много рыбы. 2. Рыба проплывает большие расстояния. 3. Эта девочка плавает как рыба. 4. Если бы у меня была золотая рыбка, то я попросила бы её исполнить три желания. 5. Не грусти, свет клином на нем не сошелся. 6.  – Какая странная рыба! У неё один глаз! – Это результат плохой экологии. 7. Он странный тип. 8. Рыба более полезна, чем мясо. 9. Моя любимая еда – рыба с жареным картофелем. 10. Ты опять выуживаешь (to fish out for) у меня информацию? 11. Рыбаки поймали полдюжины форелей. 12. – Что это за рыба? – Это лосось. 13. Посмотри, как красиво плавают рыбки в пруду. 14.  – Сколько рыбы ты поймал в воскресенье? – Ни одной, но получил удовольствие от рыбалки. 15. В аквариуме у Николса было семь рыбок, но кошка съела двух, так что осталось пять рыбок. 16. В магазине за углом столько видов потрясающей рыбы! Там даже продаются акульи плавники!
Ex.6A. Read and translate the sentences. Comment on the meaning of the word fruit. 

1. Fruit is rich in mineral salts and vitamins. 2. Is fruit cheap this year? 3. What fruits do you cultivate here? 4. To make a fruit salad we need different fruits. 5. A fruitarian is a person who eats only fruit. 6. What an exotic fruit! 7. Very soon you’ll enjoy the fruits of your hard work. 8. The fruits of nature belong to all mankind. 9. The strawberry is a beautiful fruit. 
Ex.6B. Translate into English.
1. Англия ввозит много фруктов. Их доставляют из Франции, Испании, Израиля, Италии. 2. Вымой фрукты и положи их в вазу. 3. На Сицилии растут различные цитрусовые фрукты. 4. У рябины очень красивые плоды. 5. Ну что же, теперь он пожинает плоды своих махинаций. 6. Его успех – плод упорного труда. 7. Абрикос – король фруктов. 8. На третье у нас будут фрукты и мороженное. 9. Различные фрукты используют в косметологии. 10. Фрукты полезны, в них много витаминов и минеральных солей. 11. На наших рынках сейчас продается много экзотических фруктов. 
Ex.7. Choose the correct form, singular or plural.

1. The trousers you bought doesn’t/don’t fit you. They are/It is too short for you. 
2. Physics was/were my best subject at school. – Really? But I think mathematics is/are much easier than physics. 

3. Fortunately the news wasn’t/weren’t as bad as we had expected. 

4. The police want/wants to interview me about the robbery. 

5. Three days is not/are not long enough for a good holiday. 

6. Where do/does your family live? – All my family live/lives with me. 

7. England has/have lost all the football matches this season. 

8. Does/do the police know about the stolen money?

9. Can I borrow your scissors? Mine isn’t/aren’t sharp enough. 

10. I am going to take a taxi. Six miles is/are to far for me to walk. 

11. The danger of the forest fires is/are very serious for the environment. 

12. The fear of the murder and robbery has/have caused many people to leave big cities. 
13. The effects of the crime was/were devastating for the city. 

14. Fifty dollars is/are too much to pay for these jeans.

15. Mr. Smith accompanied by his wife and daughter is/are arriving tonight. 

16. The majority believe/believes him to be innocent. 

17. The majority of students has/have passed the exam successfully. 

18. Neither Bill nor Mary is/are going to the party tonight. 

19. Neither Jane nor her parents was/were at home. 

20. When is/are the daily news on?  - They are/It is on every hour on channel A.

21. Your advice was/were very useful. I usually use your advice/advices when I am in trouble/troubles.

22. This book contains much/many useful information/informations. 
23. Fish/Fishes travel long distances and different fish live/lives at different levels of water. 

24. Coffee/A coffee or tea/a tea? – Two tea/teas and coffee/a coffee, please. 

25. People/Peoples eat more fruit/fruits now than they used to. 

26. The fruit/The fruits of nature belong to all mankind. 

27. Too much/many knowledge/knowledges make/makes the head bold. 
28. A number of workers was/were fired during the period of two month. 
Ex.8. Translate into English. 
1. Это был замечательный человек! С утонченными манерами и огромной волей к жизни!

2. Афины всегда славились своими винами, оливками и замечательными отелями, рассчитанными на любой карман. 

3. Мисс Браун отвечает за ведение протоколов на заседаниях. 

4. В этом соборе хранятся останки великих людей. 

5. Вчера мой отец наловил много рыбы и сейчас я чищу её на кухне. Кухня полна рыбной чешуей.

6. Вся семья уже спала, когда я вернулась домой вчера поздно вечером. 

7. Эта команда проиграла все игры сезона. Я полагаю, что скоро тренера команды снимут с его должности. 

8. Товары ещё не доставлены. Задержка, возможно, связана с непогодой 

9. В тропиках обычно обитает много диких зверей, таких как лев, гепард и тигр. 

10. Во время пожара на заводе он получил огромные ожоги, и администрация завода выплатила ему компенсацию за ущерб. 

11. Обычно пошлины налагаются на товары, вывозимые из страны. 

12. Содержание этой книги довольно скучно, но полезно с точки зрения расширения кругозора по данной тематике. 

13. Лестницы в этом доме сделаны из настоящего красного дуба и стоят состояние. 

14. Во многих странах государством установлена минимальная заработная плата для трудящихся. 

15. Зелень продается в соседнем магазине. Здесь мы торгуем  только рыбой и морепродуктами. 

16. Эти джинсы как раз моего размера. (Это пара джинс как раз моего размера)

17. Я потратила все сои сбережения на новую сумку от Гуччи. 

18. Голубые воды океана таят в себе много опасности. 

19. Сливки используют в приготовлении мороженого. 

20. Плоды твоего труда обязательно будут оценены! Невозможно так сильно работать без поощрения труда.

21. Весы явно были испорчены. Погрешность была равно примерно 5 килограммам. 

22. Замечательная идея!! Кто за отдых на Бермудах – поднимите руки!

23. Полиция только что оцепила этот участок, та как здесь было совершенно убийство. Полиция сейчас собирает улики, которые могли оставить преступники. 

24. Спагетти пахнут замечательно!! – Да, это новый итальянский рецепт. 

25. Чтобы продавать алкогольные напитки заведению необходимо иметь специальную лицензию. 

26. В истории этой станы аристократия сыграла огромную роль. 

27. Его математика становится все хуже и хуже. Я думаю, ему просто надо лучше заниматься. 

28. Вся семья пристально следила за развитием отношений между мной и Джеком. 

29. Городской совет только что объявил о снижении налога на землю. 
30. Я прекрасно знаю , что совет думает обо мне. Я уверена, что он прямо сейчас говорит обо мне как о взбалмошной  и эгоистичной наследнице богатого дяди. 

31. Большинство полагает, что его он получил это место грязным способом. 
32. СМИ попросили показать удостоверения. 

33. В настоящее время люди всего мира борются с нищетой. 

34. Эти статистические данные не совсем отвечают действительности. Нам нужно собрать больше сведений.

35. Все Римское духовенство проголосовало за нового папу прежде , чем объявить об этом в газетах. 

36. Полиция уже здесь. Она делает все, чтобы найти компромисс с грабителями. 
37. Штат этой фирмы состоит из 30 человек. 
38. А что говорит твоя семья? Она согласна на твой брак с Виктором? 
39. Скот продают и покупают на этом рынке. 
40. Осторожнее, ступеньки очень крутые
41. Мне нужны хорошие новые джинсы. – Хорошие джинсы стоят дорого.
42. А что думает об этом полиция? – Она обескуражена этим преступлением. 
43. Её одежда – это в основном джинсы, свитера и майки. 
44. Некоторым барам в этом районе запрещено продавать крепкие спиртные напитки.
45. Сокровища Острова Пиратов так и небыли найдены. 
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proper





common











animate





concrete





inanimate





abstract





abstract





material





non-count





collective proper (money, news)





nouns of multitude (family, crew, police)





animate











inanimate





count





collective
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